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Starting 2019 with a note of gratitude

Ashton Gere
6th grade

I met my best friend Ethan back in first 
grade. We just clicked. And we’ve been 

together ever since. We’ve never even 
gotten into an argument. Ethan and I 
can talk about anything, and the best 
thing about him is that he’s honest and 
trustworthy, which is what a real friend 
is. If you tell him not to say anything to 
anyone, he won’t. You can always count 
on him. I think a friend is someone who 
has your back and who is brave enough 
to do what’s right, someone who’s willing 
to speak up when they see someone being 
hurt. You don’t just stand by and watch. A 
friend doesn’t have to be exactly like you. 
Ethan and I are completely different, but it 
works. He’s just an amazing friend.

As we face a new 
year, it seems 
appropriate 

to take a moment to 
express gratitude. We 
have much to celebrate 
in our schools. Here’s 
the beginning of my 
2019 “thankful” list as 
superintendent. 

 I’m thankful for 
our students. It’s amaz-

ing to watch them grow up – from wide-
eyed preschoolers and kindergarteners 
to confident, capable high school seniors. 
I look at the Class of 2019 and remem-
ber them as seventh graders. What an 
amazing journey. Our students’ infectious 
energy, enthusiasm and inquisitiveness is 
why we do what we do.  

 I’m thankful for our parents and 
guardians. Parenting is hard work. 
Through countless conversations and 
actions, I’m struck by how much our 
parents put forth to ensure success for 
their children (often amidst challenging 
circumstances). Let’s also give a cheer 
for PTAs and the energy they harness on 
behalf of all our students. 

 I’m thankful for our school staff. 
Education is, after all, a people-centered 
enterprise. Every day, I witness small 

and large acts of kindness, connection 
and commitment. The belief in children 
runs deep here. Our staff wrap collec-
tive arms around students with serious 
life struggles, while continually thinking 
about teaching and learning in new and 
creative ways. 

 I’m thankful for the new high school. 
How can I not be? It’s amazing. The school 
board deserves special credit for the vision 
and commitment to make it happen. 

 I’m thankful that we focus on 
more than just academic learning in our 
schools. Walk down the hallways, and 
you are greeted with a blaze of color and 
expression in the form of student art. 
Enter a high school Career & Technical 
Education classroom, and you see stu-
dents designing a computer, using a 3D 
printer, editing a film, learning personal 
finance and welding. Add to that a wide 
range of athletics and activities, and you 
quickly realize how much opportunity 
our students have. 

 I’m thankful for music. A re-
cent high school choir performance of 
Rachmaninoff was breathtaking. And 
watching middle and high school band 
members work skillfully together on a 
piece called Snowfall by Chris Bernatos 
reminded me of the power of mentorship 
and teamwork. Kudos to our high school 

music teachers, as well as their elemen-
tary colleagues who help set the stage for 
these accomplishments. 

 I’m thankful for the natural beauty 
of this place. The water, mountains and 
forests inspire. I love seeing kids explore 

the natural environment through sailing 
expeditions, Friends of the Forest, Padilla 
Bay science trips, North Cascades Insti-
tute, Camp Orkila – or just playing in the 
fields outside. 

 I’m thankful for the people in 
Anacortes. We have a tremendous com-
munity! I gain inspiration from so many 
who step up to make the world – and our 
schools – a better place: Schools Founda-
tion, Arts Festival, Boys & Girls Club, 
City of Anacortes, service clubs, Family 
Center, Food To Go, food banks, Island 
Hospital Foundation, refineries, local 
businesses, hundreds of school volun-
teers, individual donors and so many 
more. People here believe in partnership 
– and the power that emerges when we
put heads, hands and hearts together.

While there is much to celebrate, we 
know that not all students and families 
are thriving. Many students face social, 
emotional and mental health struggles. 
Others face inequities in accessing op-
portunities. There is room to grow, as we 
strive to live our vision of supporting all 
students “to reach their potential, em-
brace the future and make a difference.”

Here’s to a new year – a gracious yet 
bold 2019 – in which we remember the 
many good things in life, while striving 
every day to create a school system that 
truly benefits all students and families.

What does friendship mean to you?

Seventh grader Josh Colvin gives thanks for 
his dad, Commander Jeff Colvin, during the 
school’s Veterans Day assembly. 

“Life is partly what we make it, and partly what it is made by the friends we choose.”
– Tennessee Williams
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“Let us be grateful to 
the people who make 
us happy; they are the 

charming gardeners who 
make our souls blossom.”

– Marcel Proust

“Each friend represents a 
world in us, a world pos-
sibly not born until they 
arrive. And it is only by 
this meeting that a new 

world is born.”
– Anais Nin

Brittany Goss
8th grade

There is so much going on in middle
school that it’s really important to 

come together and just be kind to each 
other. Making a friend is pretty easy, 
but maintaining that friendship takes 
work, from both people. It’s worth it, 
but there’s a lot that can get in the way: 
other friends, gossip, drama. I like being 
there for my friends when they need 
me, when I see them being teased or 
hurt, especially my one friend who is so 
nice and wouldn’t harm anyone. It’s not 
scary to stand up and do the right thing. 
I have no problem telling people to stop 
picking on her. You know you have a 
good friend when they don’t believe gos-
sip about you. It can be so hurtful, but a 
true friend will see through that.

Isabella McNett
10th grade

Even though I have lived here all my
life, my friends have changed over 

the years. I had a super close group of 
friends up until fourth grade. Then I 
had to change schools because my dad 
remarried. In fifth and sixth grade, I ba-
sically had no friends. It was really hard. 
Middle school was a little better because 
I had one really close friend. Then, just 
this year, I rekindled the friendships 
from elementary school, and it’s awe-

some. We plan movie nights or parties 
every month. There have been times 
when I really needed a friend – when my 
mom visits and can’t keep her promises, 
I’m very sad and disappointed, but I’ve 
had a good friend who has helped me 
through it. A friend wants to be with 
you, and will make time or drop other 
things to hang out. I know what it’s like 
to not have a lot of friends, so I try to 
be extra friendly when I see kids that 
look lonely. Just smiling or saying hi can 
make someone feel better. 

Athena Matteson 
and Lillyan Randall
10th grade

Athena: A friend is not necessarily the
person who’s with you at the end of 

the journey but who is there beside you, 
helping you get there. Lillyan and I have 
known each other since before pre-
school. We have always been there for 
each other except for one time in middle 
school. My mom wasn’t happy about 
our friendship, and I wasn’t supposed 
to hang around Lillyan. Honestly it was 
torture. It hurt me that I couldn’t talk to 
her. After three days, we couldn’t stand 
it and just started our friendship back 
up. Now she’s another daughter to my 
mom. And she is still helping me in my 
darkest times, even recently when I was 
in the hospital. One of the best things 
about our friendship is the inside jokes. 
It’s a secret language that’s only for us.

Lillyan: We have a connection that
is eerie sometimes. We finish each 

other’s sentences, wear the same outfits 
without planning it, we are just on the 
same wavelength. To me, a friend is 
someone who gives trust and respect 
and who has earned trust and respect. 
Someone who always has your back and 
loves you through thick and thin. I’ve 
been through some rough times with my 
dad, and Athena has always been there 
to help me be strong or to just listen. 
The hardest part about those three days 
in middle school was that I was deal-
ing with some stuff with my dad, and I 
really needed her. It’s the only time she 
hasn’t been there, but I knew it wasn’t 
her choice. Now, we give each other the 
truth, the support and the hard look in 
the mirror that we each need. We give 
the love that is needed.




